JOHN   EVELYN
In addition to these undoubted additions the
original text was altered and amplified in some of the
longer entries.
But as already said one of the most attractive
features of a real diary is the writer's ignorance of the
morrow. Curiously enough we get this in a series of
entries which the older Evelyn left untouched in
which are described the sequence of events describing
the flight of James II and the arrival of William III.
Here it may be noticed that Evelyn uses the present
tense and only the events of the day are recorded,
showing the Ignorance of the writer as to what will
happen. The entry of December 2nd, 1688, actually
ends, "It looks like a revolution/' and on December
13th he writes: "The King flies to sea, puts in at
Faversham for ballast; is rudely treated by the
people; comes back to Whitehall35 This method Is
continued in the longer entries when such expressions
as "it is thought that," "it is likely that" refer to anas
yet unknown future. Subsequently, in particular
sentences and generalisations the hand of the
reviser can again be traced. During the last years at
Wotton the entries, one would have thought, would be
untouched. Yet there are traces of revision even here.
On his eighty-second birthday he reads over "all that
passed since this day twelve months in these notes"
and as will be shown revision was still going on.
But the difficulties connected with the text of
Evelyn's memoirs are by no means disposed of by
these observations on his method. Discrepancies,
different readings and omitted passages abound in all